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Reduction u price of Softbalds, (Sligo)

(2} Thatin toe Gael Linn Competition, Area Final venues be rotational, (Kerry)

[3) That Council administer the business of handball through the (o Secretaries concerned (Kerry),

(4) That bandball players be subjeet to the rules of the Irish Handball Co neil (and those of the G4A) ard
only to such rules, (Kildare), J

(5) That a sum not exceeding £25 be set aside to purchase Hardbalis from one maker—the weight sise specd

and

hardness of whieh are acceptable to & representative appointed by Congress (Kildare).

(6) That a list of referees for All-Ireland Semi-Finals and Finals be sent to County Seeretaries and that fist
e adhered to. (Kildare).

{7

) That this Congress appoint a representative on the Central G.A.A. Conneil (Kildare)

[8) That ne match be played on a wet eourt. (Kildare).

(9} That steps be taken to hold an Ireland v Universities and Services bandball mateh on the morning of

the

hurling and foothall matehes in the same series, (Kildare).

(10) That all players be eompelled to wear singlets during the entire course of the game. (Tipperary).

(1) That the Gael Linn Committes be asleed to present replica of the Gael Linn Cup to0 the winner each year.
(Wexford}.

{1‘.’.) That the Ceniral Council Secretary prepare handball notes of all games in the provinees and give thém to
Radio Eireann for Sports Siadiuet every Friday night. (Wexford).
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1954 All-Ireland Handball Champions

Senior Softhall Singles . John Ryan, (Wexlord)
K-.!-leuior Softball Doubles - Chris %Ielaney and J, Dunoe

Benior Hardball 8ingles : Austin Clarke, (Dublin)
{‘mﬁml Doubles : John Ryan and Jobon Doyle
Jumior éof‘t,ba]i Singles : Joseph Delaney, (Kilkenny)

Junior Softball Doubles: J. Moyniban and Patriek
Hackeit, {Limeriek)

At the cutsst 1 feel it is my duty to inform you that
when Mr, T. J, McElligott, who was elected at last years
Comgress, resigned from the office of Secretary 1 was asked
e earry on the duties of thawgﬂmit.jcm uiitil this Congreas,
It is fitting here that tribute should be paid to our jormer
Seeretary for the great develo] ite that took plage in
Hnndbn’a( during hiz years of B

Championships )

The H Championship programne was carried out. For
the fisst occasion for many years one programme was
campletely abandoned due to inclement weather, while

r programme was called off in the final stages. How-
ever when you consider the weather conditions of last year
we cannot but feel pleasad that the remainder of our pro-

ramune was carnied out b sohedule. Tn the majority of

‘hampionships the high standard of previouz years was
maintained. Jobn Ryan by his vietories in 35385, and
SHED. with John Dowle as partner moust now have
established himself as the outstanding player sines J. J.
Gilmartin, The Dublin Qhampion Austin Clarke coniound-
ed oven hiz most ardent followers when he regained the
SHBS. title whieh he last beld in 1951, Kilkenny repre-
aented by Chris Delansy and Jasper Dunne won their
first Senior itle sinee 1947, Tt is worthy of record that
Jasper Dunne won his first Championship medal over
twenty years ago, performance of Limeriel's J,
Moynihan and P. Hackett in winmng the J8BLY ritle
exceaded all ex) tions, their success Limerick has
gained its first All-Treland title for over twenty-five years.
Joe Daaney the Kilkenny Junior brou{;ob off an unigue
double i winning the Singles titles in both Softhall and
Hardball, He became the first holder of the Elvery and Dun-
{op Shields. A performance that will not be surpassed for a
long tims was that of on Horan the Kerry Minor Star
who won both the Minor Singles titles, and shared the Minor
Sofrhall Doubles title with Farmer D. Downey, Dublin
gained its first JOBD. tte for a considerable time when
the well known N A.C.A. athlete Mick Gleeson parmered
by R Doyle won econvineingly.

Colleges
It is pleasing to record that the Colleges All-Ireland
Ha.mjl:air Championships  were revived n 1054,  Si.

Brmdans College of Loughrea, were convineing winners.
Despite the fact that these Championships have been re-
vived we cannot fae] 100 happy as there are still a Jarge
number of Colleges throughont the country that have the
facilities but stitl are not pompeting.

Tostal Competition

It was decided at last years Congress to prumote a Tostal
Competition. Bach Provineial Couneil was asked to arrange
that_competing counties play off for the right io reprosent
the Provines in the final stages. Leinster bad an entry of
six counties, Ulster two counties, and Connacht and
Munster one each. The Competition was won by the
Leinster representatives A. Clarke and L. Roe of Dublin,
It was decided last year that the gate receipis be divided
between the competing counties to cover portion of their
travelling expenses. %ﬁw !g-n.te receipts were very poor and
all the counties lost heavily on it. A Tostal trophy will be
available  arain this vear, and it now remains for
counties interested as Lo whether they are prepared to
compete again under the spme conditions,

Gael Linn

Tho 1953-54 CGael Linn Competition was won by John
Liyan who thus besame the first holder of the Parpetual
Challenge Cup.  The 1954.55 Competition received a
total of 30 entries comprising 240 players The figure
is an inerease on last year. At the termination of the 1953-
54 Competition there wae a deficiency of £45 5a 1d which
waz eventually made sood €ael Linn, For the future
they offer the followimg * If in any other there are
losses ineurred in rutning the finals of (Jael Linn

petition our Commi will be prepared to meet losses
1o an amourd up Lo but not exceeding £25. 1f it should
happen that in any particular year thai, due to some
exceptional eircamstances, loases on the Cel Linn
tfinals were extraordinarily high it would be understood
that your committee would be entitled to pot the matter
before our Trustees and expect them to take the special
difficulties of fbat year into sccoumt. In such case our
Trustees could not be considered lisble to pay any more
than the sum already mentioned (£25), bt as we have
already assured you our organisation kx anxious to give
whatever support it possibly can to the revival of hand-
ball”” As the result of the above Council agreed to again
promote the Competition, at the same time, notifying all
interested venues that the only expenses allowed would le
return rail fare and hotel accommodation to the eight
plavers qualifving for the final stages.
New Softhall

Daring the pagt year the Igsh Dunlop Ruobber Cn.
d.lﬂtnt:;‘f;i many Ea;;?e bnm; for testing and as a result
of reporis received they have agreed to manufacture a
Softhall to the following specifications :—

(1) The ball shall have a plain surface except for
two els diametrically opposed. These panels to bave
alightly sunken surface on which the name “Irish Dunlo
approved ball” will appsar in raised lotters. (2) The ball
shall be mot less than 2-125 inches in diameter, and not
more than 2.250 inehes diameter and shall be not lass than
58 prammes and not more than 62 grammes in weight. It

hmve a bounce of not less than 70 inches and not
mors than 74 inches when droppad from a height of 100
inches to a conerete foor. The hal i= io have a deform-
ation of more than 176 of an inch and less fthan 210 of an
inch when subject to a'load of 12 3. [ =

As a result of nwen‘bnﬁona being

Junior Hardbedl Singles : Jos
Junior Hardball Doubles: Mi Grieeson and Robart
Dayde, (Dublin)
inor Softball Singles : Bamon Horan, [Kerry)
{Kfmolr Softhall Douables : Eamon Horan and I). Downey
ey,
Minor Hardball Singles : Bamon Horan, (Kerry)
Minor Hardball Doubles . Martin Hayes andH?Suiti'\.-an
(Kilkenny).

to retail the new balls at 5/9 each. Messis. Elvery's will
be the agents as heretofore, manufacturers expect to
deliver 4} dozen weekly to them in the immediate future.
I might mention here that the balls will be hand mann-
faetored until such time as the frm have the new plant
available to go into full production.
Hardball

Are we satisfiad that Hardball iz making progress? [
would zay not. The same counties are competiiyg each
yoar, and the standard of play bas shown dafinits evidencs
of deteriorating, What is the remady * The balls at present
in use vary toe mueh in bound, weight and bardness and
steps must be taken to remedy these serious defeots if wa
Are L0 ENCUUTAZE NEW dreas, rther, Provineial Couneils
should endeavour w intreduce she Hardball game into
non-Hardball areas and encourage the County Committees
under their jurisdietion to promote competitions for he
ginners. Even if an enfry of only three or four iy tecoived
it ig well worth the effort as ail things must have small
beginnings.
Youth

One of the most important aspeets of our woulk Ly tha
development of the game with the Youth. Soe of our
sounties are well organised in this res ect, bt 1 fear they
umlugll-_v muech iln fr.lhyy nlimmty. We have a detinite duts
as lrisl imenl to the Yoot of our eounir . our Assecigtion -
dmlmm_is :}.. rm; Country demands it, I¥ we are to 1i?niid
on lasting fourddations then we must start frorm the ottom,
Reanember that the Youth is the lifeblood of our (.?}'gsnis—
ation. I would suggest that each County (ommittes seek
the co-operation af the teachers, lay and religious, and
omganise on the same lines as the (LAA. Schools
Cormittess. You all know the great work the teachers have
done for football and hurling. They will do the same for
Handball if anly given the opportunity

New Alleys
During the vear new alleg were opened at Ballypatiiek

b Delaney, (Kilkenny)

Ballybay  and Drums:}mm while Clones and ™ Longh-
maerory  alleys  were Jeonverted  to meet  regulation
wmmnients, A special word of prajse is due o

Bellypatriek for the fine manner in which thay eatered for
the record erowds at the two AM-Treland Programmes
wiiich they housed, While on the question of new alleyz
I wonder 15 it 8 wise polioy to build the majority of anr
mew alleys o nieel yaximum requirements, There are 3o
fow Provincial and All-Treland matebes that it is not pos-
gible to give all alleys even one programme eash year.
Would it not be more economical if County Committess
developed one alley to meet Inter-County nesds, and the
balunee to meei local requirements. The Croke Park alley
was reopened i May and we ieel indibted to the (A4,
aurharities for the fine job done, It certainly fills & much
needed what in the Capital and Jeaves Croke Park a reall
troe G.AA headqoarters. 2
Financial

At the commencement of the year, Council was in debt
1o the extent of £137 O 4 which left only £212 19 & to carry
through the years programnme. [f was apparent from the
outset that it would not be possible to make snds meet. Tha
_I"Anunctq1 position was diseussed with the G.A.A. authorit.
ies and it was agreed that a fill report be given at the end
of tha year In the meantime ths Annual Grant was
increased to £400. Towards the end of the ¥EAT AT estimate
of B.ece:ptis and Expenses was drawn up which showed an
estimated defieit of £230. Thiz was duly placed hefare ths
G AA Finance (ommittes for consideration and g special
{;}_ranc of £230 was made to clear the deficit, The (3.4 A,
Finance Committes notified the Handball Couneil that
the Annual Grant of £400 would hold for the future but
there was ahsolutely no hope of an inoresse in this figure,
T'-tley l:lf.m"me(\i us that we must adijust our nesds 1o live
within this fgure and made certain  recommendation-
where soonomies could be effected. T feel we gwe g special
debt of %-at.itg{le io the G.A A Central Council for the
enorous help they have given to us and sspecial Iy to Mr,

a;drwgb O Caocimbi who was ever ready to help in the
i«:l.ul.::n of aur many problems, Ynurdf?ounoil did endea-

r @ BeOnomice i expenses during the vear hut
these were I!argrs]v_ offset by the oost oF vhmg epecial
moetings [(£69 | and the postponement of Hallpmount
(£35) and the calling off of Ballypatrick (£20). Howevar
looldng to the future 1 o feal that it is possibile to make
ends mest. No doubt the utmost care must be exeroiend
in _gl}: ax éldit.ure.

e Publinity given to Handball continues to i

and we are indebted Lo the National and Provinsial D!:;;:
for the space they mads available for our activities, Hadio
E:mgnn ware samewhat lacking in Ien:t.un‘ng handball i
the Sunday Gaelic Reports. but T have besn iniormed that
all Provincial and All-Treland resolis will be ineluded for
itJhB fstuz\el. Og‘ bwo occasions during the year they did

G gr.mglﬁi‘omufmwl i on bandball in the

X I;:mnrw_is.l .
u_conclusion 1 return iy sinesre thanks to our
President was ever ready 0 give advice on the various

problems that arase, to the Council members, Provi
officers and the Eh\'mw Committees, A qpeeial“zrv;tr;m zli
uhm#;hls due to the officials who o readily acted at all
our nes,

Mass will be offered for the repose of the souls of
fcceesnd mepgbers o the Lriey bl Association at the
m!%mxmam ] i ‘mm‘hanlaﬂ A RE 18y on the moming of

TO NesnaD T

a5t

“ROCAINE A% & n-anam ana
orainLle Liatns o Liirie na h-Bireann,

4 7w Be0Sam O Lomgsiy
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The President and Members of : . 18 WESTMORELAND STREET,
The 1rish Amatenr Handball Association, DUBLIN, (4,
per Seosamh uasal O Loinghsigh, 18th February, 1955

Honorary Secretary.

A Chairde,

We have Audited the Books of the Association for the Year ended 3lst December 1954, We enclose General
Revenue Aecount and Special Tournament Revenue A ccount for.the Year together with Balance Shest, show-
ing the finaneial position of the Association at the end of the Year.

General Revenue Account

Ineome for the Year, including the Annual Grant from the Central Council, Gaelie Athletic Association
£400 and Special Grant from the same body £230, amounted to £935 ls. 5d. Expenditure for the Year pame
to £838 5s. 4d. Income exceeded Expenditure by £96 16s. 1d.

The Aceount of the preceding year had shown a Loss of £126 8= 1d. 1f Teams’ Expenses foi Cork and Tipperary
Players which were incurred last year and paid in this year are added the Loss for Iast year would have
£155 05 5d. These 1953 Expensés are nob charged againsi this Account. The Deficiency in the Balanee Sheet
coming forward from last year has been increaaedg by !:Ee amount of these Expenses, viz., £28 12¢ 4d.

Allowing for these adjustments, the 1954 Account shows an improvement of £251 16s. 6d. as compared with
the 1953 Account. There was an increase in Income of £258 0s. 2d. and an increase in Expenditure of £6 3z Bd.
The increase in Tncome was entirely due to the Asszociation receiving from the Central Couneil, (aelic Aihletio
Association £50 more in tha Annual Grant over and above the Special Grant of £230. Affiliation Fees were less
by £3 4s. 0d. and Gate Receipts were down by £8 8 7d, Teams’ Expenses increased by £17 1s. 11d. and Meetin
Lxpenses were greater by £46 125, 7d. There was a reduction of £58 4s. 7d. in Secretary's Travelling and Hote
Expenses. Taling into account the sales of Mandballs, the net charge for Balls used was £5 18s. 4d. in this
¥ear as eornpa. with a net charge of £10 18s. 8d. jn the preceding vear.

Special Tournament Revenue Account

. This Account was opened to contain the Income and Outgoings of Matches played ouiside the ordinary, Champ-
ionships. The addition of Teams' Expenses £45 1s. 2d., Cur Hire and Meals £14 17s. Od. and Postage and
Telephone £8 13s. 11d, viz., £69 145, 1d.. reduced by £24 9s. 0d. Gate Receipts at Horse and Jockey, gave the
figure of £45 5s. 1d. which was refunded by Gael Linn. Teams’ Expenses to the m-og&ning of the Croke Park Conrt
£8 Ts. 2. were refunded by the Centrsl Couneil, Gaelic Athletic Association. The Gale taken at Croke Park on
this occasion, viz, £10, was offset by a Grant of a similar amount given towards the re-opening espenses of
Ballypatrick Conrt. The Loss on this Account £3 3= id. iz made up of Andit Fee and Bank Charge.

Balance Sheet

The Assets of the Association at 31st December, 1954, consisting of Cash at Bank £14 3s. 3d. . Stock of Hand-
balls £1 8s, 6d.; Stock of Rule Beoks £15 and Debts due for Handballs £2 16s. 3d., amounted to £33 Rs 0d.
Liabilities at the same date came to £92 8s. 6d. Liabilities exreeded Assets by £59 (s, 6d.

No valug has been placed on Cups and Trophies held by the Assceistion which are set out on the face of the
Balance Sheet for record purposes.

The Books were presented in good order for audit and were vouched satisfactorily,

Iz sinne le meas

D. O'CONNOR & CO,

Irish Amateur Handball Association, Gaelic Athletic Association
Revenue Account for the Year ended 31st December, 1954

EXTENDITURE - INCOME
1954—December, 31 £ s.d £ s d [1904—December, 31 £ 5d £ ad
Te TEAMS' EXPENSES By AFFILIATION FEES:
Cavan % 2 .2 9 B Antrim i i SO R )
Cork e L L1812 6 Armagh 4 0
Galway e iy . 619 2 Carlow 6 0
Kerry : i i 98 il W Cavan 4 0
Kilkenny = . 29 1 9 Clare 4 0
Litnerick .. . o 1B1T 6 Cork 16 0
Louth i et e 11609 Derry = 2 0
Mayo m owwm e BB OE B Donegal £ 0
Monaghan .. .. v 8 1H D Drown 4 D
IR . . 4410 0 Dublin 180
Tipperary y . wer o dE Fermanagh 4 0
Tyrone =~ .. .. .. 22 5 Galway 40
Wesford i : . B4 0 0 Kerry 10 0
e 406 14 10 | Kildare 8 0
wMedels .. .. .. . 54 0 0|  Kilkenny 16 0
v Insurance of Cups i i 1 O 0 AL Fid % i g0
» Meeting Expenses ke, " 117 12 4 | Leitsim .. o - o 4 0
v Becretary’s Travelling and Hotel | Limericle 6 0
Expenses sy W . 9 10 11 Longford 2 0
.. Speretary's Honorarium . 0 0 0 Louth 50
. Printing and Stationery : 8 4 5 Mayo 10 0
. Advertiging 1953 - . 110 0 Meath .. 20
» Advertising 1954 5 2 3 Monaghan g 0
h —— 512 3 Offaly . 16 0
.. Handballs : i - 48 0 4 Roscominon 0 o
» Audit and  Accountaney Fees B 8 0 Sligo ‘e . - ' § 0
, Bank  Charges, Interest and Tipperary . - . 118 0
Cheque Books e e 3 5 8 Tyrome . : I 4 0
. President’s DPostage and Tele- Waterford 12 0
phone—two years i . 10 0 6 “’,33'1-’“65“" =3 = 18 0
. Less: Amount due at 3lst Dec., Wesford o - ) 1 4 0
CUTIesRT L i e . 119 & Wicklow . St Fiay 12 0
B 0 6 L ; ——— 1416 0O
.. Beerctary’s Postage e .. 1118 2% 1 GATE RhCE.[P‘IE.
. Less: for Gael Linn Tournament 18. 9 Aug. 15 Croke Parlk - 114 0
—_— 10 19 5} 322 ]];ul't[gscutml-lk o i ]g g
s Seeretary’s Telephone .. 3813 6 22 Ballypatric wr B
. Add: Rental gmpaid an 3lst : Sept. 5 Croke Park oo 1010
December, 1953 TR 12 Croke Park - 2201 §
! 12  Hollymount .. 3 0 0
can 15 B et s b B L
= P = OTSE an ey 5
o Lesg: for (lael Linn Tonrnament 8§ 17 2 26 Croke Park 5y 3 2
28 8 43 Oet, 3 Ballypatrick .. B0 8 5
y Teess efun ' armer g 246 0 5
’ ;ess;seéa-.»mﬁ‘;m e Ay = P e » Sale of Rule Books .. .. 3 0
T — 2811 8}|» Sale of Handballs i : 42 2
, Officials’ Expenses at  Finals 12 ¢ 2
" Rent of kaepl’ark I 2 5 B 0 |+ CENTRAL COUNCIL:
.. Cleaning and Repairing of Cups 2 2 6 |, Annual Grant i s o400 0 o0
., Gratuity to Caretaker at Meetings 1 5 0|, Special Grant - % .. 230 0
.. Expenses of Representative to g30 0 0
Central Council, G.A.A, i 419 3
. Affillation Feez written off 10 0
. Balance, being Excess for Year
of Inecome over Expenditure 06 16 1 =
\T 935 1 5 5 935 1 5



Irish Amateur Association, Gaelic Athletic Association
Revenue Account—Special Tournaments for the Year ended 31st December, 1954

EXPENDITURE INCOME d
1954—December, 31 £ s d £ ad
1954—December, 31 £ 5d £ oed !
A i -
To TEAMS' EXPENSES— i Gl;?;:.;ﬁ:;m Sl Lt G et 45 5 1
GAEL LINN TOURNAMENT: > G2 ¥
{.imﬁ{ick é %g 0 o= G;Ent from Central Couneil, 5
n i o [} LALAL to cover Ex 2 ., B 7 2
Monaghan .. i 316 8 [ s
Sligo i - 12 10§ . GATE RECEIPTS:
Tipperary T e 4 0 0 Mareh 29 Horse and Jockey 24 9 0
T}:mno i B 14 0 May 5 Croke Park T s L A 1
Wexford o w800 34 9 0
45 1 2|, Balance, being Excess for Year
5 : :of Expenditure aver Income .. 3 30
v Car Hire and Meals (Players and
Officials  from Dublin) Gael
Linn B v 5 i 14 17 0
. POSTAGE AND TELEPHONE:
1853-54 Postage .. 18 9
1953-54 Tc‘lepions i . 8§17 2
91511
- TEAMS' TRAVELLING EXPENSES RE
RE-OPENING OF CROKE PARK COURT.
Cavan o I~ I
Wesxiord i 5 ¥ 311 10
Wicklow . i ila 2 2 48 |
- B 7 9
: |
. Grant Towards re-opening |
Expenses of Ballypatrick Court i 0 0
- Bank Charges o o 5l 1 1 8
o Andit and Acconntaney Fees 220
9] 4 3 91 4 3

Irish Amateur Handball Association, Gaelic Athletic Association
Balance Sheet as at 31st December, 1954

LIABILITIES | ASSETS
sd $ oed| £ sd £ sad
TEAMS' EXPENSES: |
Cork = & o = 19 12 6| Cash at Bank—No. 1 Account 3 4 3
| No. 2 Aceoimt .. 819 0
Medals § s . ik 52 10 0| —_———— A J Y
Audit Fees 1o 31st December, 1953 9 16 0 | Stock of Handballs g 1 8 &
Andit [ees—1054 . ot oo 1010 0
— 20 6 0|Stock of Rule Books . ) 15 0 0
Sundry Debtors for Handballs . . 216 3

| Puredl]l Cup—in possession of John
Ryan

Austin Cake

Dr. Harty Cu In possession of
‘ : Faor record only

i
e in possession
ivery Shield i, of Joseph I
Dunlep Shield [ gy 0o i

Deficiency as at 31st December 1953 124 1 3

Add: Provision for 1953 Teamns'
Expenses  omitted  from  lasg
Balance Sheet

Cork - 22 16 8
16 8

[

Tipperary
28 12 4

152 13 7

Add : Exeess for Year of Expendi-
| ture  over  Tneome — Special
Tournament Ageount e v 3 3 0

155 16 7
FLess : Excess for Year of Income
over Expenditure General Aceount 96 16 1

Deficieney al date i A 5 0 6

92 8 6 922. 8 6

We have examined the foregoing Accounts and BalanceSheet of the Irish Amateur Hanchball Association, have
compared them with the Books and Vourhers submitted to us and we certify them to be correct and in sceardance
therewith.

13 WESTMORELAND STREET, DUBLIN. L OICONNOR, & CO.,
18th February, 1955. Chartered Accountants, Auditors.
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